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Martin Carpentier, a strategic advisor for the Canadian Red Cross, Jacques Cohen, the Borough Councillor 
for Côte-de-Liesse District, Alan DeSousa, the Mayor of Saint-Laurent, Francesco Miele, the City Councillor for 
Côte-de-Liesse District, Carole Du Sault, a communications director at the Canadian Red Cross, and Aref Salem, 
the City Councillor for Norman-McLaren District, at the Épicerie de Noël, the annual food distribution event for 
underprivileged families, held last December.

A YEAR SPENT WORKING TOGETHER 
TO OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES 
OF COVID-19
THANK YOU EVERYONE!

In March, Saint-Laurent Council 
commemorated the 1st anniversary 
of the pandemic in several ways. 
The objective was to pay tribute to 
both the victims of COVID-19 and 
the care personnel, as well as to 
acknowledge the courage of the 
entire community, as the Mayor 
of Saint-Laurent, Alan DeSousa, 
underscored at the Council mee-
ting on March 2: “2020 brought its 
share of difficulties, but what we 
will also remember with admira-
tion is how the entire community 
rolled up its sleeves to face the 
challenges. 

Whether with our families, 
neighbours, or friends, as well as 
with the sociocommunity milieu 
and the business community, the 
Saint-Laurent population mobilized 
and overcame the many obstacles 
that emerged. I would like to take 
this opportunity to tip my hat to all 
the selfless volunteers who, like the 
care personnel, accepted the risks 
that went with helping their fellow 
citizens in difficulty.”

CONT’D ON PAGE 8

Make an appointment today:  
Quebec.ca/vaccinCOVID or 514 644-4545

Consult the list of vaccination clinics:   
ciusssnordmtl.ca

HEALTH MEASURES TO MAINTAIN  
The vaccination campaign is expected to continue for  
several months in order to protect a substantial portion 
of the population. Accordingly, for as long as authorities 
request it, health measures such as social distancing of 
two metres, wearing a mask or face covering, and frequent 
hand washing must continue to be respected. Testing is 
also recommended if you have the slightest doubt about 
your health condition or if you have been in contact with 
someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.

The Mayor of Saint-Laurent, Alan DeSousa, receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccine on March 26 at the Clinique de vaccina-
tion de Saint-Laurent with the Centre intégré universitaire de 
santé et de services sociaux du Nord-de-l’île-de-Montréal.

COVID-19 VACCINATION  
CAMPAIGN

Launched several months ago, the vaccination campaign is gradually 
opening to new age groups and worker categories. Representing an 
effective way to be protected against COVID-19, the vaccine can now 
be administered free of charge at several venues in Saint-Laurent that 
are open 7 days a week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

http://montreal.ca/saint-laurent
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/saint-laurent/infolettre
http://Quebec.ca/vaccinCOVID
http://ciusssnordmtl.ca
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Dear fellow citizens of Saint-Laurent, 

On this same date one year ago, we were just beginning 
our battle against one of the biggest pandemics in recent 
decades. Nobody suspected the scope of the challenges we 
would face in the coming months. Together, we navigated 
through the uncertainty, the lessons, and the grief. The last 
year will remain etched in our memories for a very long time. 

Today, I would like to offer my sincere condolences to the families and loved ones of 
the victims of COVID-19. I would also like to commend the courage and dedication 
of all the care personnel and all the front-line workers who ensured access to our 
essential services. 

While this challenging situation caused upheaval in our lives, it certainly helped to 
reinforce our sense of community and our ability to reinvent ourselves. I would like to 
take this opportunity to underscore the remarkable work of the municipal employees 
who worked with ingenuity and flexibility to maintain the service offer in Saint-
Laurent. The Saint-Laurent community will justifiably retain in their memories the 
slogan #OnEstLàPourVous (#HereForYou). 

As spring begins, there are thousands of us who are hoping for normal life to resume. 
My dear friends, let’s also pull together by the thousands to renew our collective 
efforts to protect ourselves and protect others. I encourage you to peruse the pages 
of this April bulletin to learn the details of the vaccination campaign in Saint-Laurent.   

Starting on May 29, the Côte-Vertu metro station will close for a period of 12 weeks. 
The Du Collège station will therefore become the temporary terminal for the orange 
line. Let’s make the most of these sunny days to walk the short distance between 
these two stations instead of using the shuttle service that is running between them. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to encourage local buying from the many merchants 
along Boulevard Décarie. 

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

Alan DeSousa, FCPA, FCA 
The Mayor of Saint-Laurent

WEB BROADCAST  
OF COUNCIL  
MEETINGS 
It is possible to attend all the Council meetings without leaving home,  
and to ask questions in advance using a form.  

The meetings usually take place on the first Tuesday of every month, at 
7:30 p.m., and are broadcast on the Internet at the following address:  
stlaurent.maestrovision.com/live

To learn more, visit the Events section of the Saint-Laurent website at:   
montreal.ca/saint-laurent 

LOOKING FOR INFORMATION?
Since the start of the pandemic, Saint-Laurent has consistently endeavoured 
to offer most of its services online. Its teams working in sports, recreation and 
culture have also worked to offer a varied activity and recreation program 
remotely, with some activities being held in person where possible.

Furthermore, in a context where public health guidelines are constantly 
changing, the Arrondissement is turning to virtual platforms to convey reliable 
and updated information about its different services, programs, and activities.

  MUNICIPAL INFORMATION 
 montreal.ca/saint-laurent
 facebook.com/ArrSaintLaurent/
 twitter.com/arrsaintlaurent
 instagram.com/arrsaintlaurent/
 ville.montreal.qc.ca/saint-laurent/newsletter

  ONLINE SERVICES 
montreal.ca/en/how-to
montreal.ca/en/articles/submit-permit-request-to-saint-laurent
arr.saint-laurent.ca/AssistantPermis/

  CULTURAL, SPORTS AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
 Saint-Laurent mobile application:  
 play.google.com/store or apple.com/ca/app-store/

 Activity registration and sports facility reservations:  
 loisirs.montreal.ca/

 Culture Saint-Laurent:  
 facebook.com/culturesaintlaurent/

 Bibliothèques de Saint-Laurent:  
 facebook.com/bibliotheques.saint.laurent

 Centre d’exposition Lethbridge:  
 facebook.com/centreexpositionlethbridge/

COUNCIL OF SAINT-LAURENT

Paul Lanctôt  
Assistant Borough Director and Head  
of the Division des communications et  
des relations avec les citoyens

Mairie de Saint-Laurent  
777, boulevard Marcel-Laurin  
Saint-Laurent (Québec)  H4M 2M7 
Telephone: 311

Jacques Cohen  
Borough Councillor, 
Côte-de-Liesse 
District

Aref Salem  
City Councillor, 
Norman-McLaren 
District

Francesco Miele  
City Councillor, 
Côte-de-Liesse 
District

Michèle D. Biron  
Borough Councillor, 
Norman-McLaren 
District

The Bulletin de Saint-Laurent is published by the  
Arrondissement de Saint-Laurent and available for free.
All articles published in the Bulletin de Saint-Laurent may 
be reproduced, provided the source is credited.
Legal Deposit: Bibliothèque nationale du Québec  
ISSN 1917-2567

Circulation: 47,000 copies

       Recycled and recyclable paper

http://stlaurent.maestrovision.com/live
http://montreal.ca/saint-laurent
https://montreal.ca/en/saint-laurent
http://facebook.com/ArrSaintLaurent/
http://twitter.com/arrsaintlaurent
http://instagram.com/arrsaintlaurent/
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/saint-laurent/newsletter
https://montreal.ca/en/how-to
https://montreal.ca/en/articles/submit-permit-request-to-saint-laurent
http://arr.saint-laurent.ca/AssistantPermis/
http://play.google.com/store
https://www.apple.com/ca/app-store/
http://loisirs.montreal.ca/
http://facebook.com/culturesaintlaurent/
http://facebook.com/bibliotheques.saint.laurent
http://facebook.com/centreexpositionlethbridge/
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DEMOCRACY

TRIBUTE TO  
MAURICE COHEN
On March 5, 2021 Maurice Cohen, the Borough 
Councillor for Côte-de-Liesse District from 1982 to 
2017, passed away following a courageous battle with 
illness.

Saint-Laurent wishes to extend its sincere condolences 
to Mr. Cohen’s loved ones including his spouse, 
Raymonde, and sons Gilles, Thierry, and Jacques, the 
latter of whom succeeded him as Borough Councillor.

Mr. Cohen’s dynamism, affability, attentiveness 
and availability made him a man who was held 
in high esteem by his fellow citizens and former 
colleagues. In addition to his duties as Borough 
Councillor, he never hesitated to represent the 
interests of Saint-Laurent’s residents to different 
organizations. Over the years, he participated on many 
committees and permanent commissions with the 
Ville de Montréal, addressing a broad array of topics 
including intercultural relations, housing, and social 
and community development. His career also led to 
his involvement at the national level with the Canadian 
Federation of Municipalities, where he chaired the 
Board of Directors seamlessly from 2000 until his 
retirement from public life in 2017.

Parallel to his political activities, Mr. Cohen made an 
impact on several spheres of community life, starting 
just after his arrival in the country in 1966, when he 
co-founded the École Maïmonide de Montréal, the 
city’s first Francohone Jewish public school, and later, 
the Saint-Laurent Petah Tikva Community Center and 
Synagogue.

Due to changes relating to the streamlining of the tax 
structure adopted last December, Ville de Montréal has 
eliminated the water tax fee for the occupants of residen-
tial buildings. Consequently, effective since January 2021, 
these occupants are no longer required to pay this tax or 
to provide their meter reading information. 

WATER TAX 
ELIMINATED 

A SUCCESSFUL SNOW REMOVAL SEASON 
DESPITE THE CHALLENGES
And thus ends a winter marked by COVID-19 
and its constraints for the teams dedicated to 
snow removal in Saint-Laurent. The 80-plus 
employees who operate the 24 tracked vehicles, 
six salt spreaders and four loaders demonstrated 
resilience in their operations without however ever 
losing the optimism and flexibility that make them 
stand out! 

Despite last winter’s unique challenges, the results 
achieved by the snow removal teams are nothing 
short of admirable. Accordingly, the clearing 
and loading of the 175 cm or so of snow that 
accumulated on the 413 km of streets and 344 km 
of sidewalks in Saint-Laurent required 26 days of 
loading. This is seven more days than last year! 

The creation of a sixth snow removal sector, the 
hiring of new blue-collar workers, the leasing of 
equipment and acquisition of additional materials, 
as well as the creation of eight free incentive 
parking lots during the snow removal period were, 
without a doubt, all factors that contributed to 
this outstanding performance. Not to mention the 
fact that the collaboration of citizens during this 
exceptional winter also greatly contributed to the 
successful operations!
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DEMOCRACY

There are still places available for the Saint-
Laurent day camps, which will take place from 
June 18 to August 20. 

A multitude of fun activities, both educational 
and athletic, and inspired by a variety of 
themes, will be offered for children aged 5  
to 12. 

Camp registration varies from $122 to $152 
per week. 

The camps will take place at the Centre des 
loisirs and the Complexe sportif. 

REGISTRATION: 
loisirs.montreal.ca

SAINT-LAURENT RECEIVES ITS FRANCIZATION 
CERTIFICATE FROM THE OQLF
It is with pride that the Arrondissement de 
Saint-Laurent announces that it obtained 
its Francization certificate from the Office 
québécois de la langue française (OQLF) 
on March 31. This achievement crowns  
its Francization program – a 6-month 
process that Saint-Laurent began in  
2020 in collaboration with the OQLF  
and completed in February. 

 “Intent on fulfilling its clearly established 
mission outlined in the Charte de la 
langue française, specifically to set an 
example as a public administration,  
Saint-Laurent was already complying 
with the obligations of Law 101, 
explained the Mayor of Saint-Laurent, 
Alan DeSousa. Nonetheless, this new 
certification program offered by the 
Office québécois de la langue française 
prompted a meticulous analysis of its 
practises to ensure their compliance. 
Accordingly, as soon as the organization 
approached us, we started the process 
and asked our teams to make the 

necessary time investment despite the 
challenges raised by the pandemic and 
by telecommuting. Thus, our organization 
is tremendously proud to receive this 
confirmation!”

SIGNAGE AND LANGUAGE  
OF WORK 
With respect to all communications, 
among other things, the OQLF 
Francization program mainly targeted two 
facets in Saint-Laurent, namely signage 
and work language. The obligations of 
Law 101 being more restrictive when it 
comes to public administration, which is 
the category the Arrondissement de Saint-
Laurent falls into, all signage at municipal 
buildings is permitted in French only 
except for warnings of imminent danger. 
With respect to work language, it entails, 
for example, ensuring that unilingual 
Francophone employees can safely use 
all the work tools at their disposal with 
access to the instructions in French. 

http://loisirs.montreal.ca


5

RECREATION & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

WHAT TO DO IN THE  
WONDERFUL WEATHER 

AQUATIC ACTIVITIES  
Outdoor swimming pools, except the one in Parc 
Marlborough, which is closed for renovations, will open 
for swimming. 

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES  
The libraries will hold their free program of workshops, 
conferences and other activities. Stay updated about 
the program on the following page: facebook.com/
bibliotheques.saint.laurent

CULTURAL EVENTS  
Numerous shows will be presented online in  
the coming months on the following page:  
facebook.com/culturesaintlaurent

SPORTS ACTIVITIES 
Free activities such as badminton, open swimming  
and lane swimming are offered at the Complexe 
sportif. The outdoor tennis courts will accommodate 
enthusiasts of this racket sport. 

Visit the loisirs.montreal.ca website to learn the 
applicable reservation terms.

Sports associations on the territory will also offer 
activities. Visit their respective websites for their 
programs.

The teams working in culture, libraries, sports and 
recreation will offer numerous varied activities in virtual 
mode or live free or at a very low cost for the whole 
family in the coming months.

At press time, here is a list of the activities planned this 
summer. Note that depending on the progress of the 
health situation, some of these could be modified or 
cancelled. 

To learn all the program details, download the Saint-
Laurent mobile application or visit the montreal.ca/
saint-laurent website and the pages mentioned below.

PARKS 
In addition to the swimming pools and tennis courts, 
the Saint-Laurent parks feature many self-serve 
recreational facilities, several of which can continue to 
be used in compliance with the health rules in effect. 
Similarly, a new dog walk route network connects the 
areas in the western section of Saint-Laurent. 

Consult the borough map and the dog walk route map 
at the following address: montreal.ca/saint-laurent

http://facebook.com/bibliotheques.saint.laurent 
http://facebook.com/bibliotheques.saint.laurent 
http://facebook.com/culturesaintlaurent
http://loisirs.montreal.ca
http://montreal.ca/saint-laurent
http://montreal.ca/saint-laurent
http://montreal.ca/saint-laurent
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

To commemorate the International Day for Biological 
Diversity held every year on May 22, Saint-Laurent is 
commemorating the 15th Anniversary of its conservation 
efforts in the Parc Marcel-Laurin woodlands by inviting the 
population to rediscover the venue and the major phases of 
the project. 

Located at the intersection of Thimens and Cavendish 
boulevards, this nature setting measuring 16 hectares has for 
many years provided city dwellers with the opportunity to 
discover Saint-Laurent’s flora and fauna. While it is enjoyed 
by residents taking urban strolls, this green space in the 
heart of Parc Marcel-Laurin represents, first and foremost, 
an oasis of biodiversity. It is cohabitated by dozens of plant 
species and a wide variety of birds and small animals, 
offering nature lovers a perfect place for adventure hikes.  

PRODUCTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES  
Saint-Laurent’s willingness to preserve its natural spaces and 
enhance the biodiversity on its territory has been expressed 
through a significant number of initiatives over the years.  
In 2016, the Mayor, Alan DeSousa, announced the develop-
ment of 10 biodiversity oases across Saint-Laurent’s territory 
to underscore the woodlands’ 10 years of conservation. 

Thanks to the collaboration of the Éco-quartier de Saint-
Laurent and the Comité écologique du Grand Montréal, 
this natural conservation area is continuously enhanced by 
environmental initiatives such as planting, invasive species 
control, and the maintenance of trails and structures. 
Accordingly, the Parc Marcel-Laurin woodlands constitutes 
the first natural municipal site registered with the Montréal 
Agglomeration’s Répertoire des milieux naturels protégés. 
The coming gorgeous sunny days will provide perfect 
opportunities to stop by the woodlands and meander along 
its 2.1 kilometres of walking trails. 

BIODIVERSITY DAY: 15 YEARS OF  
CONSERVATION FOR THE PARC  
MARCEL-LAURIN WOODLANDS

THE MON JARDIN 
ÉCOLO BASKETS  
ARE BACK!
During the Mon jardin écolo program’s 
first edition in June 2020, Saint-Laurent 
distributed more than 1300 free baskets 
to homes. Backed by this success, Saint-
Laurent will renew the activity this year. 
This time, close to 1500 baskets will be 
distributed to residents of Saint-Laurent 
who request them.   

Every basket will include a leaflet 
containing tricks and tips and, 
depending on availability, various 
tomato, lettuce, strawberry, and basil 
plants, as well as bean, cucumber, and 
flower seeds. 

 

HOW TO GET ONE? 
From May 1 to 8,  
simply register online at  
montreal.ca/en/programs/
free-mon-jardin-ecolo-
basket-saint-laurent 
or call 311, from  
Monday to Friday,  
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

For as many families to benefit as 
possible, the free baskets will be limited 
to one per address. The distribution will 
safely take place in early June while 
complying with the guidelines for social 
distancing.

HAPPY GARDENING! Trail map and information: 
lickst.at/boise-marcel-laurin

Conservation project timeline:    
cegm.ca/boise_du_parc_marcel_laurin

http://montreal.ca/en/programs/free-mon-jardin-ecolo-basket-saint-laurent
http://montreal.ca/en/programs/free-mon-jardin-ecolo-basket-saint-laurent
http://montreal.ca/en/programs/free-mon-jardin-ecolo-basket-saint-laurent
http://lickst.at/boise-marcel-laurin
http://cegm.ca/boise_du_parc_marcel_laurin
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CÔTE-VERTU STATION CLOSURE
   MAY 29 TO AUGUST 22, 2021
 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS SCHEDULE 
OVER THE NEXT HOLIDAYS

Collections: There will be no changes to the different collection schedules.
311 and Urban Security Patrol (514 855-5700):  
Those services will stay in operation. 

 Monday, Thursday, Friday, Thursday, Friday, 
 May 24 June 24 June 25 July 1 July 2

 Bureau du citoyen  Closed   Closed   OPEN  Closed  OPEN

 Aréna  Closed for renovations 
 Raymond-Bourque   

 Bibliothèque Closed  Closed  OPEN  Closed  OPEN 
 du Boisé  

 Bibliothèque du Closed   Closed  OPEN  Closed  OPEN 
 Vieux-Saint-Laurent 

 Centre des loisirs  Closed   Closed   OPEN  OPEN  OPEN 

 Complexe sportif  Closed   Closed   OPEN   Closed  OPEN

 Cour municipale Closed   Closed   Closed  Closed  Closed 

On Saturday, May 29, the Côte-Vertu metro station will close for 12 weeks to 
allow the installation of a track device ahead of the station. Also called a switch 
point, this device is used to change a train’s tracks.

BUS SHUTTLE SERVICE 
The Du Collège station will become the temporary terminal for the 
orange line during the closure. A bus shuttle service, specifically route 
810 with a service interval of approximately 2 minutes, will be active 
between the Côte-Vertu and Du Collège stations. Furthermore, routes 
64-Grenet and 470-Pierrefonds Express will take users directly to the 
Du Collège station.

Important to remember, the Côte-Vertu garage project, which started 
in 2017, involves the construction of an underground facility that can 
accommodate an additional ten metro trains, and of three above-ground 
buildings for garage operations. 

This new infrastructure will help to improve service frequency by up to 25% 
during peak hours, support the anticipated increase in traffic in the coming 
years, and ensure a heightened service offer with a view to extending the 
blue line. The garage is expected to be operational in 2022. 

INFORMATION:  
stm.info/cote-vertu

GREEN WASTE COLLECTION
Saint-Laurent will offer green waste collection until 
November 26 for buildings with 9 or more units. 
Residents of buildings with 8 or less units can discard 
their green waste in the brown bin provided for 
organic waste collection.

Refer to Info-collectes for the collection schedule:

servicesenligne2.ville.montreal.qc.ca/sel/
infocollectes/

WINNING THE BATTLE
AGAINST RAGWEED
Did you know that ragweed causes 75% of seaso-
nal allergies? 

To get rid of ragweed it is important to systemati-
cally cut it or pull it out by the roots before July 15. 

It is preferable not to compost ragweed because 
its seeds can spread and grow new plants.

INFORMATION:  
montreal.ca/en/topics/ragweed

Trail map and information: 
lickst.at/boise-marcel-laurin

Conservation project timeline:    
cegm.ca/boise_du_parc_marcel_laurin

http://stm.info/cote-vertu
http://servicesenligne2.ville.montreal.qc.ca/sel/infocollectes/
http://servicesenligne2.ville.montreal.qc.ca/sel/infocollectes/
http://montreal.ca/en/topics/ragweed
http://lickst.at/boise-marcel-laurin
http://cegm.ca/boise_du_parc_marcel_laurin
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#OnEstLàPourVous
Le conseil a également souligné l’in-
géniosité dont les employés munici-
paux ont fait preuve pour surmonter 
les contraintes de la pandémie et 
continuellement adapter l’offre de 
services aux directives de la Santé 
publique en lien avec l’évolution de la 
situation sanitaire. Ceci a donné nais-
sance à la campagne #OnEstLàPour-
Vous visant à valoriser le dévouement 
des employés et à maintenir un 
contact étroit avec les Laurentiens et 
les Laurentiennes. Cette campagne a 
ainsi dévoilé les coulisses du travail ef-
fectué par les différentes équipes, qui 
œuvrent habituellement dans l’ombre. 

Avec cette approche plus humaine  
qui a permis de bâtir un pont entre  
les employés et les résidents, la 
campagne a récolté un grand succès, 
entre autres sur la page Facebook de 
Saint-Laurent, à l’adresse facebook.
com/ArrSaintLaurent/. Retrouvez ici 
quelques-unes des publications coups 
de cœur de la dernière année.

Council also commended the ingenui-
ty displayed by the municipal em-
ployees who overcame the constraints 
of the pandemic and continuously 
adapted the service offer to the Santé 
publique guidelines parallel to the 
evolution of the health situation. This 
gave rise to the #OnEstLaPourVous 
campaign aimed at emphasizing the 
dedication of employees and maintai-
ning close contact with Saint-Laurent 
residents. This campaign also spot-
lighted the behind-the-scenes work 
carried out by the different teams that 
generally work in the shadows. 

With this more human approach, 
which helped to build a bridge 
between employees and residents, 
the campaign was a resounding 
success on the Saint-Laurent Face-
book page at the address facebook.
com/ArrSaintLaurent/, among other 
places. You will find here a few of the 
favourite publications from the past 
year.

SUITE DE LA PAGE 1 CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

http://facebook.com/ArrSaintLaurent/
http://facebook.com/ArrSaintLaurent/
http://facebook.com/ArrSaintLaurent/
http://facebook.com/ArrSaintLaurent/


9
ArrSaintLaurent #OnEstLàPourVous

http://facebook.com/ArrSaintLaurent/



